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OBSERVATIONS, &c. 


HE Letter to Dr. V. had been 
publiſhed near three years, and 
the Controverſy, that followed 
it, quite over and almoſt forgotten, when 
theſe Obſervations upon it appeared in 
print: and as there ſeem'd to be very 
little prudence in reviving a debate that 
had been managed with ſo much heat; 
ſo it was reaſonable, after ſo long an in- 


| terval, to expect at leaſt a calm and diſin- 


tereſted enquiry into the ſtate of it, and 
the moments of truth produc'd on either 
fide, 8 750 


Az But 


But inſtead of this, I was ſurprized to 
find no argument of Learning, no point 
of Religion treated in them; nothing by 
which't e publick could either be enter 
tain d or edified; nothing but a virulent, 


malicious invective; to prove the pur- 
poſe of my writings, and even my heart 
fo be entirely del p. 101 
As to the merit of the performance, 
tis much below my notice; nor ſhould 
T have taken the trouble of animadvert- 
ing upon it, but for the occaſion of open- 
ing my mind more clearly in ſome points 
wherein I find my ſelf miſrepreſented ; 
as well as to expoſe more diſtinctly to 
publick view, that genuine Spirit of Mo- 
dern Orthodoxy and its Advocates, which 
1 have declared againſt ſo freely, as per- 
nicious to publick peace and liberty: for 
had this Author written on purpoſe to 
confirm the character I have given of it, 
he could not have done it more effectu- 
ally, than by producing this original to 
confront with my picture. 
He ſets out by declaring, that che 


profeſſion I make of? an impartial love for 
"i truth, 


(5) 


traghi encouraged him to. make -this ad- 
dreſs to me, in hopes of drawing from 
me an ingenuous confeſſion of my errors; 


and he opens his ſecond paragraph by 
obſerving, that I can retract an error of 
inadvertence with a tolerable good grace: 


| this had ſome. appearance of candour ; 


and flattered ftill the hopes I had enter- 

cain'd of a temperate review of the con- 
troverſy; but he ſcarce proceeds a line 
farther, before his Orthodox Spirit begins 


to work; and the encouraging hopes con- 


ceived of me in the firſt paragraph, be- 
come improbable in the ſecond, quite 
deſperate in the third, where I am de- 
clared the laſt man, who will own the 
force of any convittion ; who would ſooner 
give up every article of faith, than part 
with one doit of admiration. [2] And as 
the Spiritual Thermometer riſes, with the 
increaſing heat of his zeal, ſo my cha- 
racer gradually ſinks, from rude to pro- 
fane ; [o] from profane to mfidel; [10] 
nay much worſe than infidel; [39, 40] ſo 
profligate, that the mecłeſi man alive can't 


help * * * at me; [9] that charity 
LF 


(9) 


#felf can make ns excuſe for me; [11] and | 


O abandor d at laſt, that tis not poſſible 


gainſt the Infidel plan in a manner firittly 


conclufrue 5 [53 that I declare myſelf a 


Chriſtian; am angry ſor being Sarely 
| fuſpetted of the contraty z IA that I 4, 
avow all notions derogatory to the trus le. 
nous of Moſes: | 21 | and where my words 
and actions fo well agree, there was ſome 
room ſurely for a chatitable thought of 
me; ſome ground to think that I could 
not be in the fame ſentiments with the 
man J was confuting: yet he makes no 
ſcruple to affirm, that Charity itſelf can- 
not excuſe me; that tis no breach of it to 


believe me an infidel. *Tis plain that his 


charity muſt be of a quite different kind 


from that which St. Paul recommends, 


that which /afereth long, and is kind; that 
thinketh no evil; that believeth all Feng! 3 
hoperth all things. [ 1 Cor. xiii. ] 

But how is it after all that he proves 
me to be an Infidel? becauſe I differ from 
thoſe, who aſſume to themſelyes the title 

of 


He allows, that 1 have argued a= 
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neſs and ſtrange 


(7) 
of .Oryhadox, in my notions of Inſpiratian 
amd the neceſſity of it; in which the writers 
of all ages have differed from each other, 


without any ſuch imputation; and the 


Divines are ſo divided at this day, that 


mamy will chink me the ſounder Chriftian, 
for the very ſame cauſe that he excludes 


moe from che number of them. Were it 


worth while to retort the charge on 


himſelf, I could do it with much more 


reaſon :- not by any cavils, or diſtinctions, 
which few people underſtand ; but from 
plain and evident principles in which all 
Chriſtians agree; or to uſe his own 


words, from every daſb of bus pen; his 


envenom d pages; [a, 40] inveterate ſpite, 
malioe, and the want of every Chriſtian 


grace, ſupplied only by a bigotted, Jewiſh 


peel, and the pretext of an Ortadee Faith. 
The eauſe of all this rage againſt me 


is my treating Dr. V. it ſeems, in ſo rude 


and -contemptuous a manner; [p. 4] and 
with fuch ungerteel language as eyes were 
never ſurfeited with. Cy] Yet this rude - 
language of mine amount 
to ane more han fo dull, dogmatic, 

Fn 


2 $) 

 paidanticy: bigoted [2] names, not applied 
to Dr. M. but in general only, to certain. 
Divines, who, by their method of vin- 
dicating Religion, ſeem to have. a juſt 
title to them. 80 wenk weak and blunt is 
my poor ſpleen, for want of an Ortbodex 
edge; for want of being temper d in that 
lach fire! but I muſt needs be an unequal 
match for writers, trained and diſciplin d 

in all the arts of ſcolding: as in a'fam'd 

Arcbdeacon s late charge to bus arg: : Where 

inſtead of inſtructing them in Chriſtian 
principles; how to -overadiie evil with 
good; to recommend Religion by their 
practice; and conquer the prejudices of 
its enemies by the innocence of their lives; 
to excel in virtue and learning ;'&c. inſtead 
of this, I ſay, the whole purpoſe of his 
harangue is to exhort them to call njzmes 
ftoutly, and to ſcold. manfully: wherever 
they find a Deift to call him roundly an 
Atbeiſt; and a man who. believes nothing, 
more credulous, than if he belitved every 
thing. . [Dr. Ves ſecond Charge, p. 7, 21] 
Fut whatever harm my malice deſign d 
to Dr. W. it has quite. defeated itſelf, by 


giving 


(9) 

giving che alarm to ſuch able pers am 
learned hands in come in to bis aſſiſtance; 
[p. 6] and to this Great Orator of ours 
to celebrate his praiſes with ſo much elo: 
quence. An excellent pern; unmearied 
in his reſearches of uſeful ſeience 3 E. ſuaceſsr 
ful defender. ꝙ one important Article ;' and 
a ſegſonable Vindicator of the Scriptures in 
general. la] Of learning, induſtry, exaZt- 
neſt of judgment remarkably great and ex- 
tenſive, [6] one of the greateſt ſcholars and 
Divines of the age, [7] &c. but the pe- 
culiar merit of the Doctor, for which all 
the world, he tells us, has reaſon to thank 
bim, is his wonderful art of inventing / 
many different ſolutions to the ſame difficul- 
ties; and diver fifying his arguments, ſo that 
ſome or other may hit and affect men of all 
tempers and diſpofitions. [6] As if the 
Advocates of Religion were to conſider 
only what is palatable ; not what is 
true ; and to apply to the affections, 
not to the reaſon of men: fir let his 
ſolutions be neuer fo many; his argu- 


ments never ſo e tis W. 
at 


C 
that they all may be falſe; and alt 
certain, that no more than one of them 
can be true: but no matter for that, if 
they bit men's tempers and ſuit their appre- 
benfions, tis juſt the fame, WE 755 to this 
pious Obſervator. 

But though Dr. V. with all his fill 
can furniſh nothing to pleaſe my palate: 
yet he has the happineſs, it ſeems, to ſee all 
his Explications of Scripture confirmed by 
able pens and learned hands: [6] and for 
this we are referred to the Author of Re- 
wvelation examin'd with candour. A ſingle 
Author indeed, but of weight enough to 
ſupply the place of many. For what- 
ever he may ſay of Dr. V. tis this Au- 
thor, I know, why paſſes with our Ob- 
ſervator and all others of his principles, 
for the very Hero of modern Orthodoxy; 

the ſcourge of Infidels; allowed to have 

a far better fancy for ingenious ſolution 

than all the other vindicators pre. 
ther. 
lam angry, he ſays, with Dr. V. be- 
| cauſe he excels in his prof Men, writes with 


faperia 


(11) 


tion to diſpute. it with him; eſpecially if 


tis to be meaſured by a ſuperiority F his 


Faith, My Faith'is of an humble kind; 
claims no-other merit, than of being a 
ſla ve to my reaſon; to whoſe dictates it 
pays an abſolute ſubmiſlion : whatever 
my reaſon declares to be true, I cannot 
help believing; what it declares to be 
otherwiſe, tis not in my power to believe, 
though all the rewards in the world were 
cy es 1615 31 

I Dr. Ws ? s Faith be of the . kind 
— mine; a principle grounded on the 
perception of truth; it might be reaſon- 
able to allow from a ſuperiority of his 
Faith, a ſuperiority of Knowledge; ' and 
whenever I fall ſhort of him, I could only 
ſay, what was ſaid to one, who was af- 
firming a ſtrange ſtory ; you, who know the 


fact to be true, have more reaſon to believe 


it, than I, who do not: in the mean while, 
all that I can ſay, is, that if it be not in 
our power to believe what we pleaſe, and 

= -»— if 


erior learning, and what is more utt- 
pardonable, believes what he writes, [8] As 
to his ſuperior learning, IJ have no inten- 
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( 22) 
if all rational faith muſt» be the effect of 
rational conviction, then to believe or not 


to believe, as tis a thing indifferent and 
no way erininal, ſo ought to make no 
difference of character among reaſonable 
men: whoever takes pains to inform him- 
ſelf, and believes on the beſt information, 
' whatever, be the ſum of his faith; is cet. 
tainly the: ſoundeſt believer; and gene- 
rallyſptaking; it ſeems to be in minds, 
as tis im bodies, a ſure proof of ſofinkis, 
where every thing that Rrikes 1 is 
apt ti make an impreſſion. 
Were I to gueſs at the St of our 
DO ſervntur, ¹y the cliark&ter of his writing; 
I ſhould take him for ſome young, aca- 3 
deinical Allyenturer; ho had been-draw- 
ang out the flowers of his rhetorick, And 
emptying his Common-place-hook againſt 
The: Hann S almoneus ;, flammas — 4 
Nnitus ohinpi; nc lex juſtiur ulla, &c. 
Ip. 3321540] ;- 2 — trite — of every 
boy s declamation, are the only bene 
. has given of his great erudition. 
His ſalœtiſms and blunders in lugbage 
und in le. . tho; labours moſt to 


raiſe 


EDG3 
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(23). 
raiſe his ſtile, confirm the ſame conjecture. 


He calls [g 9] G eyes fir feiting' with lan- 
guage; [7]: of dirt recoiling without reach- 
ing the mark; [8] of fire a reſervoir to lodge 
infettion-m," Ao] & c. reſervoirs of water 
we often hear of; but this of fire is an 


invention of his own; and the reſt of the 


paragraph is a piece of nonſenſe ſo ſub- 
lime, that without attempting any ex- 
plication of it, I ſhall lay it before the 
reader juſt as I find it. The waters, earth 
and heavens have been fufficiently polluted 


already: and this element -only'remains to 
purify the reſt, and diſperſe the peſtilential 


vupours, which your ee beg es have 


SJeattered in the aworld. [40] 


Theſe abſurdities in ſtyle as ſenſe na- 
turally lead me to think of \fonie forward 
youthful writer; but when I conſidet his 
high opinion and great conceit of his own 


underſtanding; -[10, 22, 34] his (progreſs 


in-Orthodoxy ; his flaming zeal and holy 
fury that animate every page; things un- 
ænowen and unnatural to a boy; I am 
forced to turn my thoughts to one of 
W and 9 and ſhould be 
much 


| ( 24 ) 
much concern d for the ſake of the Uni- 
verſity which I love; if any member of 
it, who ſupports any character or enjoys 
any honours there, ſhould be found ca- 
pable of ſo wretched and contemptible, 
as well as ſo malicious and wicked a per- 
Formance. But tis time to leave what is 
perſonal, and examine the little of rea- 
foning and argument he Pretends to; 
ä r conſiſts of two points. 
1. That I am an Infidel; — to 
\ - weaken the authority of Scripture, 
and by conſequence che een 
„ef Chriſtianity, .. nn 
2. That my bock therefore e to be 
burnt and myſelf baniſh'd;:agreeably 
-£': 20 my own reaſoning againſt the 
Author of Chriſtianity as old, &c. 
For the proof of my infidelity he ap- 
peals to a paſſage of the Letter to Dr. N. 
wherein tis ſaid, that the example of Fo- 
ſepbus, a learned and zealous Few, migbt 
teach us to entertain more moderate and qua- 
tified ſentiments of the divine origin of the 
Law, and the divine Inſpiration of Moſes. 
* 90 which he „ leave to as this plain 
queſtion 


W P. * Sc. 


(15) 
queſtion, ſufficĩent, he thinks, to confound 
me. M bat can you mean by more moderate 
and qualified ſentiments, but that the Law 


had no divine origin, its Founder no divine 


inſpiration ; fince there can be no medium 
between divine and not divine? [p. 151 

I have already explain'd my meaning 
very fully and very clearly on this head *, 


but ſince he either cannot or will not 


comprehend me, I am content to declare 
it once more: That whereas the modern 
Advocates of Chriſtianity inſiſt, that every 


word of the Moſaic writings muſt be re- 
ceived as divinely inſpired; every act of 


Moſes as miraculouſly directed from heaven; 
my opinion is, that with the notion of 
general Inſpiration, which I readily allow, 
we are obliged by fact and the hiſtory 
itſelf, to admit a diſtinction and excep- 
tion, in ſome particular paſſages of the 
Lau; ſome particular acts of its Founder. 
But the greateſt ſcandal I have given, 
is by imputing, as he urges, ſome kind 


of fiction to Moſes. 22] I have indeed pro- 


* See Remarks on a Reply to the Defence of tho 
poſed 
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(26) 
poſed it as a problem, but with all the dif 
fidence and caution imaginable, * Fhether 
fome degree of fiction may not poſſibly be al- 
lowed in certain cafes, to folve the difficul- 
ties of the Maſaic writings, without any hurt 
to their authority. This our Obſervator 
treats as downright Blaſphemy and Atbe- 
z/m it ſel If; ; | 23 declares all tion inconſiſtent 
with any degree of Inſpiration, [2 1] unwor- 
thy of a: man divmely inſpired: [3x] and 
reproaches me for defending political ly- 
ing, for the good of the people; and being 
the firſt Chriſtian writer that ever (none 
tain d ſo ſtrange doctrine. [201 
I do not take notice of this to dend 
Political Lying, or to confirm my own 
reaſoning, but to expoſe the folly and 
raſhneſs of his. What I mentioned on 
that ſubject, I drew from the beſt Mora- 
lifts of the Heathen world; and ſhewed 
withal, by the teſtimony of ſome of the 
Primitive Fathers, that the notion was 
ſuppos'd- to be borrowed from Moſes him- 
ſelf: and it were as eaſy to ſhew, what 


dee Defence of a Letter u Dr. W. 2 45. k. Remarks 
8 30.31. | 
155 2 he 


( 17 ) 


ws ſo raſhly denies, that almoſt all che, 


Chriſtian Writers, from the earlieſt Ages, 
and very beſt Authors of Morality ia theſe 
later rimes, Grotius, Puffendorf, &c. hold 
it to be as innocent in ſome caſes, to de- 


 ceive the people for their good, as for Pa- 


rents to deceive their Children, Phyſicians 
their Patients ; which is all the length 
that I have ever gone or ever meant to 
go in fayour of any deceit or fiction what- 
ſoever. 

But this, he tells us, is giving a 8 
power to Governours, than God bimſelf 
claims; of diſpenſing with the ſacred and 


inviolable laws of truth. [20] Strange 


how he chanc'd to ſtumble on the ſa- 
cred and invielable laws of truth: writ- 


ers of his claſs never raiſe their thoughts 


ſo high; or venture ſo far from ſhore; 
but ſtick cloſe to the infallible word, 


and univerſal Inſpiration of the Bible. 


If there be any ſuch laws, as without 
all doubt there are, tis certain that 
the Bible itſelf muſt be tried by them. 
And if they can't be diſpens'd with by 

| RK God, 


| q 18 2 
God, has ſeems to be little ſenſe in what 


Dr. V. often alledges in his vindications 


of Scripture; that the Command of God al. 
ters the nature of the thing : for is not that 
fo diſpenſe with his ſacred and inviolable 
laws? But our Obſervator, having over- 
ſhot himſelf here, before he was aware, 
makes a quick retreat into his old wenehes 
of abſolute Inſpiration, and leaves the laws 
of truth and reaſon o ſhift for chem- 


ſelves. 


conſiſtent with any degree of Inſpiration. 
Vet it would not be difficult to give in- 
ſtances of ſome degree of it, through all 
the inſpired Writers both of the Old and 
New Teſtament. Pray what was St. Paul 
doing, when he became all things to all 
men? Was he not employing ſome little de- 
gree of fiction? When our Saviour ap- 
peared to the Diſciples going to Emmaus; 


the very purpoſe of his appearing was, 70 
tarry with them a while in the inn; yet 


be made as if he would go farther, till they 
ee him. (Luke xxiy.) Is not this 
: N | likewiſe 


7 i 


He affirms all degrees of alien to be in- 


( 19 ) 
likewiſe ſome ſmall degree of it? how raſh 
then, is his Afſertion ; that the leaſt degree 
of Action: is inconſiſtent with bis nature, whoſe 
Law is the truth? [(g]! 

But I take ſhelter, it ſeems, in partial In- 
ſpiratim, end bring the great names of Gro- 
tius and Tillotſon to protect me in it. Upon 
which he obſerves, that had 7 done as much 
for C 2 fret as they,T might have had ſome 
plea to be indulg'd in the like particulari- 
ties. [33] A fige obſervation truly! as if a 
greater merit gavea greater right to deliver 
what was falſe or hurtful to Chriſtianity : 
no, the greater their ſervices, the greater 
is the preſumption, that they were till 
carrying them on, and perfecting their 
work: and in my opinion, they could not 
have done greater, than by beating down 
the ſyſtems and prejudices of zealots, and 
fairly. owning facts that lie open and vi- 
fible to every rational Chriſtian, But they, 
it ſeems, only modeſtly ſuggeſt, that in 4 


few inflances of no. moment, the ſuperinten- 


dence of the Holy Spirit might be ſuſpended. 
Yer IEF few and modeſt ſuggeſtions reach 
C'2 ia 


( 20 *. 
0 far 38 to > intimate; that in the biftori- 


cal, and even the moral books of oh rk | 


there is no neceſſity for Inſpiration ; fi 
natural Talents are ſufficlent to diſcoy 


and evince the truth: + contrary to our 
Ohſervator 5 aſſertion, that all the influence 


and i truth of Scripture "depend on its Inſpi- 
ration, [31]. As if nothing could be true, 


or deſerve to be conſider d d as ſuch, unleſs 


divinely inſpired. 

Tis the reaſoning. of all divines, chat 
the trutb of the Gaſpets ſtands on the fame 
bottom with every other b. Norical truth 
in the world: and conſequen tly, to deny 
their authority, is to deny the faith and 
truth of all hiſtory, and to deſtroy at 
once the credit of all antiquity. This 


reaſoning i is juſt and ſtrong, if the Goſp pels 


be of the ſame claſs and ſpecies with 
other hiſtories; ; a narration of facts by 
credible perſons, who knew them to be 
true, and related what they knew of 


them: but tis of very little force, if they 


muſt needs be received as Ani verſuly and 


objolutely inſpired ” God: for in this view 
chey 


$M 
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(21) 

they have no relation to other hiſtories; 
ſtand on a quite different bottom; and 
their credit may be diſputed, withoue 
hurting oommon faith or common hi- 
2 
Te To give fine to facts affirmed by pro- 

per witneſſes, as tis an act highly ratio- 
nal, ſo tis all that is wanted to give them 
a reception in the world. The charac- 
ter of Inſpiration ſuperadded ferves only 


to introduce difficulties and doubts, where 


1 was clear before, and caſts an air of 
impoſture over the whole. In the caſe 


therefore of the Goſpels, where, accord- 


ing to Grotius and Tillhiſon, there is no 
want of ſuch Inſpiration, and where we 
find no claim or pretence to it; the aſſert- 
ing it to be neceſſary ſeems dangerous to 
Chriſtianity itſelf, by unhinging and per- 
plexing its proper and natural evidence. 
But beſides the great names of Grotius 


and 7 lotſon, I brought a greater ſtill for 


my opinion, that of St. Paul; who owns 


himſelf on ſome occafions deſeiture of di. 


vine Inſpiration. This our Obſervator 


grants in two Places; but for a third, 
where 


(22) 
* the Apoſtle declares, that he 


ſpeals after the manner of, men, he af- 


firms it to be nothing to the purpoſe : [25] 
for if be did not ſpeak after the manner 
of men, ſays he, how would it be poſſible 


for men to underſiand bim; But if thoſe 


words of St. Pau] relate to the manner of 


ſpeaking only, what / occaſion for a di- 


ſtinction, where there can be no difference, 


whether inſpired or not? for in both caſes 
he muſt ſpeak to the ſenſes, and draw his 


arguments from the notions of men, or they 


could be no arguments at all to mankind. 


No, he ſeems to me to ſignify here, what 


he does in the other places, that he is not 


delivering the dictates of God, but his 
own natural ſentiments; as other men or- 
dinarily do. 


St. Ferom confirms this: opinion, as our 


Obſervator allows, but . whilſt he allows 
the .thing, with the uſual art of theſe 
writers, he cavils at my words; and ex- 
claims, that Jerom does not ſay, what. I 
make him to ſay, that St. Paul di ;ſavows all 
5 to divine Inſpiration. [26] And 


Gal. alt, 15. 
pet, 


S eG N n N TEEN 


$50 too 


3 (23) 
yet, tis the whole purpoſe of Ferom's 
argument to aſſert and prove the very 
ching. But to ſhew the contrary, he 
gives us, what he calls a jufter tranſlation 
than mine, and nearer the original of Je- 
rom's words, The old method of blow- 
ing up envy againſt me; by calling that 
a tranſlation, which I never deſign'd for 


ſuch; but for an extract only of an Au- 


thor's ſentiments; which is the caſe at 
preſent: for does not Jerom, in the place 
I refer to, affirm, that St. Paul has miſtaken 
the ſenſe, and made an improper application 


of a certain word, on which his argument 


turns? This, though intimated by me *, 


is not found in the words I produce, bur 
is found however in the context, which 
our Obſervator could not be ignorant of. 
With what face then does he call that a 
tranſlation, and arraign it as imperfect, 
which he knows could never be meant 
for one? tis only to raiſe a clamour and 
ſupport the falſe charge he revives againſt 


® See Remarks on a Reply, 78. 


me, 


(4) 
me, of perverting and miſapplying my priu- 
ja teſtimonies. [43] |» 

To return to the caſe of irre h 
be allows, that St. Paul on ſome occaſions 
declares himſelf deſtitute of it. [25] Vet 
in ſpite of St. Pauls conceſſion and his own, 
he perſiſts ſtoutly to maintain the ab/olute 
and unlimited Inſpiration of all the Scrip- 


Rr 


apo it. [31] That there's a neceſſity to 
admit or rejett the whole. [34] That the 
only baſis of Chriſtianity is the infallible 
truth, and univerſal Inſpiration of the ſa- 
cred Books. [4.3| What pure and genuine 


' Orthodoxy is this? to believe againſt the 


conviction even of ſenſe; againſt the evi- 
dence of plain fact; toſubdue reaſon, judg- 
ment, and every faculty to Faith. 

As for the reaſon of his Faith, he tells 
us gravely, that partial Inſpiration will in 
the end be no Inſpiration at all. [34] For, 
when every man bas pich d and cull d out 
of his Bible what he does not like, very little 
of genuine Taſpir ation will be left behind. 


But muſt we then reject a fact becauſe of 
Pt its 


„ b | ; 
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(25) 
irs conſequences ? and muſt we not be 


content with our Religion, juſt 'as God 


has given it us? To ſtrengthen what is 
from God, by adding to ir, is juſt as im- 
pick as to weaken it by detracting from 

Partial Inſpiration is a fa&, which 


As hiſtory and teſtimony of the Scrip- 


tures themſelves demonſtrate : whatever 
be che effects of it, 'tis neceſſary to ſub- 
mit to them. It may probably overthrow 
the Syſtems of ancient or modern Di- 


vines; d. cannot poſſibly hart any truth 
or article of Faith, that is eren to be 
believ'd. 


2. 1 proceed now to the other part 


of out Obſervator's argument, or the ſen- 


rence he has pronounced againſt me; 

that my book ought to be burnt, and my 
ſelf baniſbd. This he pretends to ground 
on my own reaſoning againſt the Author 
of Chriſtianity as old, &c. that ſince 1 
have Suggefied this as a juſt puniſhment 
of an Author, in many reſpetts leſs criminal 
than my ſelf, and thought him worthy of 


* Ngorous a treatment, my puniſhment 
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(26) 
ought to be the mare remarkably ſevere. 
[40, 41] But here again, as in moſt 
other places, he miſtakes and ilcepre- 
ſents me. I have declard no opinion; 
ſuggeſted nothing about it of my own : 
my meaning was to ſtate a mere fact, 
as it. ſtood among the ancients; and to 
wipe off a ſcandal imputed to Chriſtia- 
nity, of having introduced into ſociety a 
ſpirit of perſecution unknown to the 
Heathens; by ſhewing, in contradiction 
to the Author of Chri iſtianity as old, &c. 
that the Pagans puniſh'd men for, opi- 
nions ; had their Holy Wars and Re- 
ligious Teſts as well as we. I am far from 
affirming, with our Obſervator, that theſe 
principles are right, agreeable to Chriſtia- 
nity, the maxims of Reaſon, and the laws 
of Society: [40] no; my opinion is juſt 
contrary ; that Reaſon was as much abuſed 
then, as Chriſtianity is now, whenever 
any free debate or inquiry after Truth 
is made puniſhable for the ſake of it; or 
indeed for any other cauſe, than as it 
actually diſturbs the quiet of the State. 


OO) 
My reaſoning againſt the Author of Chri- 
ſtianity as old, &c. is a mere argument 
ad hominem ; to prove that an attempt to 


aboliſh Chriſtianity is contrary to the very 


maxims of Reaſon and Morality, that he 
himſelf lays down. If I do not miſtake 
his purpoſe ; I take my reaſoning to be 


juſt: if I do; my argument is ſo far 


weaken d by it, as tis pointed ſingly a- 
gainſt a deſign to ſubvert the eſtabliſh'{d 
Religion, in order to advance Reaſon in 
its place, as a more guide to the 
people. | 

If the Nang of a country was to be 
conſider'd only as an Impoſture; an engine 
of government to keep the people in 
order; even there an endeavour to un- 


hinge it, unleſs with a deſign to ſubſtitute 


a better in its ſtead, would in my opinion 
be highly unreaſonable. But ſhould the 
Prieſts of ſuch a Religion, for the ſake 
of their authority and power, labour to 
impoſe their own fictions for divine 
truths; to poſſeſs the people with an en- 
on aſtic zeal for them; manageable only 
| D 2 by 


(28). 

by themlelyes; and to be played even a- 
gainſt the government, as oſt as it ſerved 
their ſeparate intereſts; in ſuch a caſe, 
tis the duty of every man, who loves his 
country, and his fellow creatures, to op- 


pole all ſuch attempts; to confine Re- 


ligion to its proper bounds; to the uſo 
for which it was inſtituted; of inſpiring 
benevolence, modeſty, ſubmiſſion into the 


people: nor ſuffer the credit of it to grow | 


too ſtrong for that of the State; the au- 
thority of the Prieſt, for that of the Ma- 


giſtrate. 
Was Religion, I FI to be ns ed 


as an impoſture, all men would think this 
conduct reaſonable: and where it is in 


reality a Revelation from Heaven, the caſe 


is not altered, as far as the end of that 


b 
Revelation is perverted and abuſed by the 0 
arts or the folly of men: as the Jeuiſh was 1 
by the Phariſees; the Chriſeian by ſome f 
of its modern Advocates. In ſuch circum - ji 


ſtances, in proportion as a man values 
his Religion, and believes it to be of God, 


va will exert himſelf to clear it from all 


human 
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(29) 


human impoſitions ; which render it either 


of no effect, or of a miſchievous one to 


ſociety; propagating rage and ferife aud 
every evil work, inſtead of the peace and 


happineſs * twas deſign d to introduce. And 


it the end of all Revelation be to enforce 


with greater vigour, and by means more 
affecting to ſenſe, the obligations of the 
natural Law; thoſe Prieſts are the trueſt 


friends to God and man, who labour to 


adapt it the moſt effectually to that end; 
to expound it by the known principles 
of reaſon and morality; and to make it 
amiable, by making it plain, rational, in- 


telligible to common underitandings. 


As for thoſe, who take the contrary 
way; who either deny all natural law, or 
make it bend as they pleaſe, to their 
own comments on Scripture ; who build 
Religion on a principle of faith, diſtinct 
from reaſon; look on the latter with a 


jealous eye, as an inſtrument and engine 


of Satan; who meaſure all truth by au- 
thority; all credibility by teſtimony; by 
which authority ſtill and teſtimony chey 


mean 


(30) 

mean little more than their own, and to 
draw the greater dependence on them- 
ſelves ; for theſe writers, I Gay, tis the 
duty of every rational Chriſtian, to expoſe 
their principles, as laviſh and ſuperſtitious ; 
deſtrufive of that good, for which all Re- 
gion was given; turning the beſt thing 
in the world into the worſt; a Revelation 
from heaven, into a goctrine hurtful and 
pernicious to mankind. 

Again; where Religion, as with us, is 
received as of divine Authority, and on the 
beſt grounds and reaſons embrac d as ſuch; 
though I greatly condemn the perverſeneſs 
of conteſting truths ſo ſtrongly eſtabliſhed, 
yet I cannot think it agreeable either to 
Reaſon or Religion, to punifh even ſuch, as 
are hardy enough to call in queſtion the re- 
ality of Revelation itſelf: for tis the great- 
eſt weakneſs and abſurdity to think, that 
truth can ever be hurt by any examination 
whatſoever : it may be oppreſſed a while 
by faction, and ſtifled by power; but in 
a free debate, as in free air and exerciſe, 


it always regains its ſtrength and vigour : 
| controyerſy 


muſt induſtriouſly be diſcouraged, as 2 


to ſuſpect ſome latent impoſture : now as 
to each other; ſo ſure it is, that the ſame 
be of ſervice to both. : 

either in ancient or modern Hiſtory, there's 
Not an inſtance on record, where a fair 


examination has ever done harm to a good 


ged on by its warmeſt enemies, always 


(31) 
controverſy to truth, is like a gentle wind 
to trees; it ſhakes the head, but faſtens 
the root. Truth is naturally ſo amiable, 
that wherever tis expos d to view, it no- 
cellarily draws all to admire it; and the 
more tis expos'd, the more ſtrongly it 


attracts. Where aitifice indeed and fraud 


prevail in the ſtead of it, there all inquiry 


dangerous and fatal enemy; ſure to de- l 
tect and expoſe the cheat: and where⸗ 
ever tis diſcourag d, there's always reaſon 


ſure as Truth and Falſhood are contrary 
method of treating them cannot poſſibly 


As far as my experience has reached, 


cauſe. The attacks on Chriſtianity, ur- 


turn to its advantage: they engage the 
Clergy to ſtudy and ſearch into the 
true 

4 


11. 
true grounds of it; keep them in breath 
and exercile z and train them by conſtant 
diſcipline, to be able champions and de- 


fenders of it: they clear Religion ic ſelf 


of all the ruſt and rubbiſh, which by 
the negligence or the, art of its mana · 


gers, it may have conttacted: and aboye 


all, they enforce and lay open the ge- 

nuine proof of it; which by time itlelf, 
naturally grow languid and ineffectual; 
till a new debate, like a new publi- 
cation, ſends them freſh again into the 
ä world, in their original force and luſtre. 

Tis chen my firm principle and per- 


; > . that a free inquiry into all points 


of Religion, is always uſeful. and bene- 
| ficial; and for that reaſon never to be 
puniſh'd or prohibited. It opens the fninds 


and reforms the manners of the people; 


makes them reaſonable, ſociable, govern- 
able; eaſy to ſuch as differ from them, 
and 3 as little ſcandaliz'd at the different 


opinion, as the different complexion = - 


their neighbour: whereas the reſtraint of 


this liberty, and the 3 of ſyſtems 
3 


— 


N 


and bloodſhed; and 


(33) 


and articles, chat muſt not be call'd in 


queſtion, nouriſhes a churliſn ſpirit of bi- 


_ gatry, uncharitableneſs, enthuſiaſm, which 


no Civil Power can moderate; a ſpirit 


that has ſo oft Es mankind in wars 
and by turns endanger'd 


the ruin of every Chriſtian Country in 
the World. 

If therefore in my argument againſt 
Chriflianity as ald, &c. I am underſtood 
to recommend or ſuggeſt in any manner 


the reaſonableneſß of puniſhing the Au · 


thor; I diſclaim and diſavow it, as cane 
trary to my intention and my principles: 
all fuch puniſhment is againſt the intereſt 
of ſociety; the intereſt of truth; the in» 
tereſt of Religion itſelf: which, as it 


could not have been 


but by a liberty of chinking, writing, 
preaching ; ſo cannot be preſerv'd in its 


purity, but by the very ſame means. 


To return then to our Obſervator's ſen- 
rence ; that my books ought to be burnt 
and my ſelf baniſb d. As for my books, 


1 no ſaving them from: the flames: 


E but 


propagated at firſt, 


. 
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| (34) 

but for my perſon, be is willing to com+ 
mute the puniſhment, from exile abroad, 
ns at home. [41] But leſt 
we ſhould ſuſpect him of any humanity 


or compaſſion in the propoſal, he ſoon 
gives us to underſtand, that tis but to 


haraſs and plague me the more by it: 
the commutations of theſe men are not 
to mitigate, but enhance the rigour of 
puniſhment. I am to be kept at home, 
that he and all others of the ſame ſtamp 
may rail, preach, and pray over me, till 
I become a flanding ſpeſtacle [41] of ter- 
ror and example to all who dare to ex- 
poſe their Schemes. This puts me in 
mind of the poor Fews at Rome; who 
Every week in Lent are oblig d to attend 
a ſermon, and hear an angry Monk preach 
at them, and call them names by the hour, 
out of the ſame Chriſtian principle, that 
our Obſervator profeſſes, the ſame Honeſt 
intention of convincing them. 5 
But I have already undergone, he lays, 
the worſs ſort of 2 a liberal mind 
gan ſuffer; a total one, from — 


(35) 
and affettions of all good men : [A2] that 
the cordial friendſhip, the love and real 
efteem, with which I uſed to be treated, 
is now dwindled into cold reſpect and 4 
diſtant complaiſance, He does me the 
honour then to allow, that I was once 
4 favourite, cordially eſteem d and be- 
lovd by all, till an averſion to my opi- 
nions created an averſion to my perſon. 
As if a man were the leſs amiable fot 


ſome particular ſentiments, ot the leſs 


ſincere for declaring them: ſtrange cha- 
racer of friends! whom neither old ac- 
quaintance, nor eſteem, nor a long inter- 
courſe of friendly offices could reſtrain 
from diſcarding me, when diſcovered to 


think differently from them. Would not 


the ſame men who baniſh me thus from 
their affections, as teadily baniſh me from 
all ſociety ? Nay, have they not attempr- 
ed to do it, as far as it was in their 
power? and will ſuch a conduct do cre- 


dit to any ſer of men, in a country where 


teaſon and liberty haye any influence? 


Gun” ING good men, who diſcard tne, 


'E 2 charge 
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| (36), 
charge mie with any falſhbod or cteachr> 
by fn dend with the l of any 


good office in my power; any act of hu- 


maniry or courteſy to any of them ? No, 
as they cannot charge me, Im fore, with 
any offence in practice, ſo I am the eaſier 
under the dilgrace' I ſuffer * nn 


merely ſpeculative 
But whatever f have loſt RY our 


Obſeroator's good men, I have the com 
fort to find with others good enough for 
* 


mes who admit me co. their compan 


and hononr me with their friendſhip, 


Men of enlarged Minds and generous ſen- 
timents; who make true religion the rule, 


and virtue the end of their living; who 


take immorality to be the greateſt hereſy; 
and meaſure the merit 'of their friends, 
not by their faith, but by a nobler prin- 
ciple, their charity; who reckon it no 
breach of friendſhip to differ in opinion; 


and even value me perhaps the more, 


for what the others perſecute me. With 
men of chis turn I ſhall breathe at leaſt 
ſreſh air; and have more pleaſure in the 


andi train of popular thinking. 


| (37). 
at hour's converſation, - that 
in years ſpent with the moroſe and che 
captious z under the {laviſh fear of offend- 
ing; by ſtarcing any thing out of the road 


I have now followed our Obſervator 
thro all his chain of reaſoning; which 
I could not have ſubmitted to, but to 
relieve ſome ſhore intervals of leiſure in 
an abſence from books : and tho' I think 
him very injudicious in the choice and 
uſe of his materials, yet I muſt allow 
him to have ſhewn ſome art in the diſ- 
poſition of them. For having obſerv'd 
in what vogue the Seſſions Paper has 
been in of late, and what demand for 
that kind of reading; he has contriv d, 
we ſee, to throw his own papers into 
that form: the Trial and Gonvidtion of 
4 notorious Infidel ; the Sentence pronounc'd 
agaimſt him; his Confeſſion, and Recanta- 
tion; with the Ordinary's Sermon, aud loug 
Prayer at his Execution, What juſtice 
has been done me in the trial, I muſt 
leave to the judgment of others; but 
4 for 


(38) 
for the. Cm here drawn up for fie 
I declare it to be falſe and ſpurious; ſuch 
ab I never did, nor ever will ſubſcribe; 
Strange, that a man can be ſo ſilly as to 
imagine, that were I diſpoſed to recant; 
I ſhould not do it in my own words, 
rather than his! but T have nothing to 
recant on the occaſion; nothing to con- 
 feſs, bur the ſame four Articles, that I've 
already confeſs c. 
1. That the Jews aue fame i ther 
cuſtoms from Egypt. 
- . That the Fgyptians were poſſeſi d of 
arts and learning in Moſes s time. 
3. That the primitive Writers, in vin- 
dicating Scripture, ftund it e 
j ſometimes to recur to Allgory. 

4. That the Scriptures are not of abſe- 

lute and univerſal Inſpiration*. 

| Theſe are the only crimes that I have 
1 — of againſt Religion: and by 
reducing the Controverſy to theſe fouf 
heads; and declaring my whole meaning 
to be compriz d in them, I did in reality 
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recant 


debated innocently: | 29] and m recantation 
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inadvertency had dropt from me; every 
thing that could be conſtrued to a ſenſe 


| hurtful to Chriſtianity. But this is a Re- 


cantation that does not pleaſe eur Obſer- 
vator ; theſe faur . heads, he ſays, may be 


will fatisfy him, but what carries crime 
and guilt along with it. What pity it is 
that theſe inquifitors of ours have not the 
power of the rack to extort what con- 


feſſions they pleaſe ? All that this good 


man aims at, is to make me odious and 
deteſtable to every body; with a true 
Papiſb Spirit, he would draw me in to 
recant, and then proceed to burn; or 


with the old revenge of an Italian; firſt 


make me blaſpheme, and then ſtab me. 

But after ſo much bitterneſs of ſpirit, 
ſo much malice and rancour diſcharg'd 
againſt me, tis ſurpriaing at laſt to ſee 
with what gravity he cloſes the whole, 
with @ lig format Prayer for my con- 
verſion. He talks of ſome wretches who 
2 the Lord's Prayer backwards.[19] What 
he means by it I cannot tell: but if to 
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